134                  INDIA    FOR    THE    INDIANS
of manganese, magnesium, and several other basic metals.
Coal deposits are probably adequate for the foreseeable
future, though generally of inferior quality. The same is
true of a wide range of other minerals such as limestone,
industrial clay, phosphates, nitrates, felspars, and rare
earths. But there is another group including petroleum,
copper, lead, tin, zinc, sulphur, potash, and mercury for
which India will have to look to overseas markets. Among
organic raw materials, India has plenty of cotton; but
there are few other agricultural products which contribute
materially to the existing export trade or show promise of
doing so on a large scale for many years to come.
Of course, partition has presented India with one starting-
point ready-made. That is the jute industry. The division
of the country into the independent states of India and
Pakistan hit at the industry which has always made the
largest contribution to exports. In the year 1945-46, jute
fibres, in the raw and as manufactured goods, were worth
nearly thirty-two per cent of the total exports of the sub-
continent. When the line was drawn between the two
states in August 1947 it neatly cut the growers off from the
manufacturers. All the jute mills are in Calcutta or just
outside. Every one of them lies within the boundaries of
India. Three-quarters of the acreage under jute is in
Pakistan.
Obviously, manufactured jute is the stuff that shows the
profit. Pakistan was not happy about the reduction in its
share of the wealth to be extracted from the industry. She
smacked on a tax on all jute crossing the border for pro-
cessing. There was a glorious mess. The mills were
starved of their raw material. The jute growers came near
to complete starvation as well. Pakistan had gone into
action in November to secure its share of the loot; and in
December 1947 the Indian Government proclaimed Pakistan
foreign territory for purposes of customs duty on exports
of raw jute and jute manufactures. Prices went crazy and